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the Antilles, where they lived, it gave rise to the legend that
on their arrival thither from the continent they had extirpated
the male aborigines and married their women. That was
said to be the reason why in the Antilles the women might
never mention their husbands by their names, and never see
them eating.1 In any case the difference of speech between
the sexes amongst the Brazilian tribes must also be derived
from a mixed origin. The capture of women is not infrequent.
The chief of the Mirambas, with whom I lodged, had captured
his wife from a neighbouring tribe. Similarly it is said that
the Mandrucus carried off girls and women from the Paren-
tintins, and thus gave rise to the deadly enmity between
these two tribes ; and the Tecunas capture the beauties of
Marauhas, who are famed for their slender and well-pro-
portioned figures." 2 The suggestion that the differences
between the speech of the sexes in these American languages
may have been due to the capture of alien women was made
to me independently in conversation by my acute and learned
friend, Professor W. Ridgeway, when I had the advantage of
discussing with him the theory which I am about to propound,
and which his suggestion materially helped to develop.
In regard to the Caribs, the first writer to note the
difference of speech between the men and the women, so far
as I know, was Du Tertre, who, writing in the middle of the
seventeenth century, says that " the women have a language
quite different from that of the men, and it would be a sort
of crime to speak otherwise among themselves, when they
are not obliged to converse with the men ; also they mock
at the men when the latter use the feminine manner of
speech ",3 Some years later De Rochefort remarks : " Those
who have long conversed with the savages of Dominique
report that the inhabitants of this island believe that their
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